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SUBJECT: CODEL DIGGS CONVERSATION WITH MAURITANIAN PRESIDENT 

SUMMARY: CONGRESSMAN AND MRS. CHARLES C. DIGGS. CONGRESSWOMAN 
CONLISS COLLINS, AND MRS. LESLIE YATES VISITED MAURITANIA JULY 
6-7. CODEL, ACCOMPANIED BY AMBASSADOR, CALLED ON PRESIDENT 
MOKTAR OULD DADDAH JULY 7. PRESIDENT TOOK OCCASION TO EXPRESS 
NATIONAL AND HIS DEEP PERSONAL APPRECIATION FOR SIGNIFICANT ASSIS- 
TANCE USG AND AMERICAN PEOPLE HAD PROVIDED DURING DROUGHT 
CRISIS. MAJOR TOPICS DISCUSSED WERE ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF 
WEST AFRICAN STATES (ECOWAS). DECOLONIALIZATION OF SOUTHERN 
AFRICA, ARAB-AFRICAN RELATIONS, AND KAMPALA OAU MEETING. 

END SUMMARY. 

1. PRESIDENT TOOK OCCASION OF CODEL VISIT TO EXPRESS APPRE- 
CIATION OF MAURITANIA AND HIS OWN PERSONAL THANKS FOR SIGNI- 
FICANT ASSISTANCE USG AND AMERICAN PEOPLE HAD PROVIDED DURING 
DROUGHT CRISIS. HE NOTED U.S. HAD BEEN LARGEST SINGLE 
DONOR, AND HAD IN FACT PROVIDED 44 PERCENT OF TOTAL 
ASSISTANCE. HE RECALLED THAT HE HAD GIVEN A DETAILED 
LISTING OF THE ASSISTANCE EXTENDED BY US AND OTHER DONORS 
DURING HIS NOVEMBER 1974 STATE OF NATION SPEECH, AND INDI- 
CATED HE INTENDED TO INCLUDE A SIMILAR SECTION IN 
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ADDRESS HE WILL BE DELIVERING THIS NOVEMBER ON FIFTEENTH 
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ANNIVERSARY OF MAURITANIA INDEPENDENCE. 

2. ECOWAS: AFTER REVIEWING EVENTS LEADING UP TO FORMA- 
TION OF ECOWAS, OULD DADDAH ASSERTED THAT AFRICAN LEADERS 
FULLY APPRECIATE DIFFICULTIES IN IMPLEMENTING AGREEMENT. 

THEY ARE ALSO AWARE THAT FORMER COLONIZING POWERS ARE 
"DOING NOTHING TO AID THE UNIFYING EFFORT." (INDEED. IM- 
PLICATION WAS QUITE CLEAR THAT THEY ARE OPPOSED TO EFFORT AND 
ACTIVELY WORKING AGAINST IT.) PRESIDENT WAS CONFIDENT, HOW- 
EVER. DESPITE PROBLEMS AND OPPOSITION, THAT IN 15 YEARS THERE 
WILL BE REGIONAL INTEGRATION AT ECONOMIC AND CULTURAL LEVELS. 
HE ANTICIPATES THERE WILL BE LITTLE EMPHASIS ON FANCY, COM- 
PLEX AND VISIONARY GRAND DESIGN PROJECTS. INSTEAD THERE 

WILL BE STRONG EFFORT TO DEVELOP TENS OF PRACTICAL PROJECTS 
FOR IMPROVING REGIONAL INTEGRATION. HE CITED EXAMPLE OF 
COMMUNICATIONS AND TRANSPORTATION, NOTING THAT WHEN HE TELE- 
PHONES BANJUL, WHICH IS SCARCELY 500 KIOLMETERS AWAY, THE CALL 
MUST GO THROUGH PARIS AND THEN LONDON. THIS, HE SAID, IS 
UNACCEPTABLE. 

3. SOUTHERN AFRICIA OULD DADDAH EXPRESSED SATISFACTION 

WITH EVENTS IN FORMER PORTUGUESE AFRICA AND SAID ZIMBABWE AND 
NAMIBIA CAN NOW EXPECT TO BECOME INDEPENDENT REASONABLY 
QUICKLY. SOUTH AFRICA, ON OTHER HAND, WILL BE TOUGHER NUT 
TO CRACK. NEVERTHELESS, TOTAL INDEPENDENCE FOR SOUTH 
AFRICA IS INEVITABLE AND DAY WILL COME IN NOT TOO DISTANT FU- 
TURE WHEN "ALL OF AFRICA WILL BE INDEPENDENT ALL THE 
WAY TO THE CAPE." 

4. ARAB-AFRICAN RELATIONS: EMPHASIZING COOPERATIVE 
NATURE OF ARAB-AFRICAN RELATION, OULD DADDAH SAID THERE 
IS PROPOSAL ON TABLE FOR CHIEFS OF STATE MEETING FOR ALL 
MEMBERS OF ARAB LEAGUE AND ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY 
TO DISCUSS ENTIRE RANGE OF PROBLEMS. OULD DADDAH OBSERVED 
THAT ARAB OIL PRODUCERS HAVE ALREADY EXTENDED CONSIDERABLE 
AMOUNT OF ASSISTANCE TO POORER COUNTRIES IN BLACK AFRICA. 

HE COMMENTED THAT WHILE MAURITANIA MAY FEEL THAT ARAB OIL 
PRODUCERS HAVE NOT YET DONE ENOUGH AND SHOULD DO MORE, IT 
NONETHELESS RECOGNIZES THAT BEGINNING HAS BEEN MADE. 
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5. KAMPALA OAU MEETING: OULD DADDAH NOTED THAT HE PLANS 
TO ATTEND OAU CHIEF OF STATE MEETING IN KAMPALA. HE WAS 
UNWILLING, HOWEVER, TO COMMENT ON AGENDA OR INDICATE FOCUS 
OF SESSION. 

6. OTHER CALLS: DURING VISIT TO MAURITANIA, CODEL DIGGS 
CALLED ON DAH OULD SIDI HAIBA, PRESIDENT OF NATIONAL 
ASSEMBLY; ABDALLAHI OULD CHEIKH, MINISTER OF COMMERCE AND 
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TRANSPORT AND ACTING MINISTER OF PLANNING; AND 
ABDULLAHI OULD BAH, MINISTER OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
AND DIRECTOR OF DROUGHT RELIEF. PRESIDENT OF NATIONAL 
ASSEMBLY HOSTED DINNER IN HONOR OF CODEL.HANDYSIDE 
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